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Praise for the National Innovation Act
“U.S. leadership in technology has been the cornerstone of America’s strategies for driving economic growth and ensuring national security. U.S. leadership is being challenged as never before. The National Innovation Act of 2005 addresses a number of the most critical issues involving technology leadership, especially those related to federal support for basic research….We are especially pleased to support a bipartisan approach to ensuring U.S. technology leadership. The issues at stake – national security and our standard of living in the 21st century – are far too important to become entangled in partisan politics.”

-George Scalise, President, Semiconductor Industry Association
“Nothing can do more for the U.S. economy and to help ensure America’s global competitiveness than an enhanced focus on innovation and research by the public and private sectors.  Senators Ensign and Lieberman are to be commended for bringing bi-partisan leadership to this most critical legislation designed to assure the United States’ continued leadership in innovation in the 21st Century.”

- F. Duane Ackerman, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer – BellSouth Corporation and Chairman of the Council on Competitiveness.

"On behalf of the Council's 180 CEOs, university presidents and labor leaders, I applaud the Senators’ efforts and desire to ensure the United States remains the most competitive economic power in the world. We must, as a nation, innovate to compete and to prosper.  This legislation is a critical step forward towards that goal."

- Deborah L. Wince-Smith, President, Council on Competitiveness

“America’s constant advance on ‘endless frontier’ of scientific discovery and engineering innovation has paid enormous dividends for generations.  But there is no room for complacency in a world where ideas spread around the globe at the speed of light.  The National Innovation Act of 2005 ensures that America will continue to focus on the future by supporting essential investments in high risk research and education – investments that will pay dividends far into the future.”

-Henry Kelly, President of the Federation of American Scientists 

"In response to new competitive threats in the 1980s, Congress enacted important legislation to help American companies successfully meet that challenge. Twenty years later, as America once again faces competitiveness challenges, the National Innovation Act of 2005 proposes critically important policies and programs to foster innovation and help American companies and workers prosper in the new global economy of the 21st century."

- Dr. Robert Atkinson, Vice President, Progressive Policy Institute, Washington, DC

"IBM applauds the introduction of the National Innovation Act of 2005 … Innovation underpins American economic growth and national security.  In today's era of global opportunity and change,  the rewards flow to those who innovate and turn disruptive shifts to their advantage.  America has a long, proud history of recognizing when change is required and rising to the challenge.  We are at such an inflection point today. The National Innovation Act of 2005 will create synergies among America's academic, business and government communities to ensure the the future growth of  the United States. I urge all Senators  to support this legislation. "

- Nicholas M. Donofrio, Executive Vice President, IBM Corporation

 "The new bipartisan Innovation Bill represents an important, multifaceted strategic and systemic approach to one of the most important problem sets facing the long term American future."

-Martin Apple, President, Council of Scientific Society Presidents
“EIA is thrilled by today’s introduction of the National Innovation Act of 2005 (NIA), which includes so many measures that can help the U.S. remain an economic leader in the global high-tech economy. It is an ambitious piece of legislation that spans the policy spectrum, but with the commitment and support 

of policymakers from both sides of the aisle, we hope to see these important provisions quickly begin to take effect and fuel the U.S. innovation engine.”

-Dave McCurdy, CEO, Electronic Industries Association
“We are writing to express our support for the National Innovation Act of 2005. Athena Alliance is research institute focused on understanding the emerging Information, Innovation and Intangibles (I-Cubed) Economy….The United States faces a critical challenge in coping with this new I-Cubed Economy. Athena Alliance believes that the National Innovation Act of 2005 is a step forward in addressing this challenge.”

-Richard Cohon, Chairman; Kenan Jarboe, President; Athena Alliance.

"The U.S. government is an important partner in fostering innovation, but together we must do more.  The country is facing great competitive challenges and now is the time to demonstrate real leadership.  The National Innovation Act lays out a solid plan and I urge the Congress to support it."

- Victoria Hadfield, President of SEMI North America

"I truly believe that our nation's future economic and technological leadership are at risk if we do not act soon to strengthen American competitiveness.  Senators Ensign and Lieberman are leading the way by proposing comprehensive legislation that will substantially increase our commitment to basic research, take decisive steps to grow the S&T talent pool, and provide meaningful incentives to encourage innovation."

· Dr. Ann Nalley,  President of the American Chemical Society:

“IEEE-USA applauds Senators John Ensign and Joseph Lieberman and their staff for their tireless efforts in crafting legislation designed to enhance and preserve U.S. competitiveness and innovation.  This bill represents a huge step forward in promoting policies that will sustain U.S. technological leadership and encourage the development of the skilled, creative and competitive workforce critical for U.S prosperity… 

We urge Congress to deal with this legislation expeditiously.”
-Gerard A. Alphonse, President, IEEE-USA

 
  “ASTRA, The Alliance for Science & Technology Research in America, strongly supports the National Innovation Initiative and the National Innovation Act of 2005. ASTRA's Board of Directors has identified enactment of the National Innovation Act of 2005 as its top legislative priority for 2006. In many ways, The Act represents the culmination of nearly five years of concerted effort by ASTRA and its members to raise this issue to a national level of discussion and we are very gratified by this initiative.”

-Robert S. Boege, Exectuive Director, ASTRA
“There is no more important public policy priority than creating an environment in which innovation will flourish and fuel continued U.S. economic growth and global leadership. The National Innovation Act embodies this goal and rightly calls for our nation to focus our attention on the critical areas of research and development, economic incentives and investments in education in order to maintain our edge.  TechNet applauds Senators Ensign and Lieberman on this important measure that will help America remain the global technology and scientific leader.”

· Lezlee Westine, President and CEO of TechNet.
“The National Innovation Act of 2005…is a significant bi-partisan response to the challenges the US faces in the hypercompetive, networked global economy…The legislation is properly aimed at reversing adverse trends in research and human capital by augmenting funding for multidisciplinary research, accelerating innovation in manufacturing and the service sectors and investing more resources in the next generation scientists, engineers, workers and entrepreneurs.”

-Egils Milbergs, President, Center for Accelerating Innovation 

"I congratulate Senators Ensign and Lieberman and all the co-sponsors for introducing the National Innovation Act of 2005. This legislation recognizes that challenges to America's competitiveness and intellectual leadership exist and must be addressed with thoughtful strategies across the spectrum of talent, infrastructure and investment. I believe the National Innovation Act of 2005 appropriately moves the debate on these important national priorities to the front and center, and this is critical if our nation is going to sustain its economy into the future."

-G. Wayne Clough, President, Georgia Institute of Technology

